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ABSTRACT

In comparison to the Tatsumi’s spectral method, the harmonic-Fourier spectral method has two major advan-
tages. 1) The semi-implicit scheme is quite efficient because the solutions of the Poisson and Helmholtz equations
are readily derived. 2) The lateral boundary value problem of a limited-area model is easily solved. These
advantages are the same as those of the spherical harmonics used in global models if the singularity at the pole
points for a globe is considered to be the counterpart of the lateral boundary condition for a limited region.

If alimited-area model is nested in a global model, the prediction of the limited-area model at each time step
is the sum of the inner part and the harmonic part predictions. The inner part prediction is solved by the double
sine series from the inner part equations for the limited-area model. The harmonic part prediction is derived
from the prediction of the global model. An external wind lateral boundary method is proposed based on the
basic property of the wind separation in a limited region. The boundary values of a limited-area model in this
method are not given at the closed boundary line, but always given by harmonic functions defined throughout
the limited domain. The harmonic functions added to the inner parts at each time step represent the effects of
the lateral boundary values on the prediction of the limited-area model, and they do not cause any discontinuity
near the boundary.

Tests show that predicted motion systems move smoothly in and out through the boundary, where the predicted
variables are very smooth without any other boundary treatment. In addition, the boundary method can also be
used in the most complicated mountainous region where the boundary intersects high mountains. The tests also
show that the adiabatic dynamical part of the limited-area model very accurately predicts the rapid devel opment
of a cyclone caused by dry baroclinic instability along the east coast of North America and a lee cyclogenesis
case in East Asia. The predicted changes of intensity and location of both cyclones are close to those given by
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the observations.

1. Introduction

Spectral methods have been used successfully and
extensively in global atmospheric models (Bourke 1974;
Hoskins and Simmons 1975; Baede et al. 1979; etc.).
In comparison to finite-difference methods, spectral
methods can give very accurate results with relatively
few degrees of freedom. There are amost no compu-
tational dispersion and no systematic phase errors in
wave advection with spectral methods. Because of the
difficulty in choosing appropriate basis functions having
the same advantages as the spherical harmonics used in
global models, spectral methods have not been fre-
guently used in limited-area models. Some efforts have
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been made to overcome this difficulty by Tatsumi (1986)
and Fulton and Schubert (1987a,b). Modified double
Fourier series and a Chebyshev spectral method are used
by them, respectively. Recently, a spectral method also
has been studied by Haugen and Machenhauer (1993),
who use Fourier series with cyclic boundary conditions,
and by Juang and Kanamitsu (1994), who use a spectral
method similar to that of Tatsumi (1986) to predict de-
viations from a global model in a regional model.
Tatsumi (1986) introduced two nonorthogonal addi-
tional terms into the Fourier series to solve the time-
dependent lateral boundary conditions. The sinusoidal-
subtracted sine—cosine series are useful for computing
the spatial derivatives, but do not have the same con-
venience for solving the Poisson and Helmholtz equa-
tions as the spherical harmonic series used in global
models. Based on a comparison between the spherical
harmonic series and Tatsumi’s (1986) spectral method
used in global and limited-area models, respectively, the
spherical harmonic series used in global models hastwo
major advantages over Tatsumi’s (1986) spectral meth-
od. 1) There is no singularity at the pole pointsin the
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spectral global model. If the singularity at the pole
points of a globe is considered as the counterpart of the
lateral boundary condition of alimited region, it means
that the lateral boundary conditions for the model are
dealt with easily and naturally. 2) In the spectral global
model, it is easier to implement the semi-implicit time-
integration scheme, which involves very few extracom-
putations at each time step, but generally increases the
size of the time step by a factor of 6 compared to that
used in the explicit scheme. This is because spherical
harmonics are the eigenfunctions of the Laplacian op-
erator and the solutions of the Poisson and Helmholtz
eguations can be derived easily.

Recently, a spectra method, which is called a har-
monic-Fourier (hereafter referred to as H-F), or a har-
monic-sine and cosine series expansion proposed by
Chen and Kuo (1992a,b) (hereafter referred to as CK92a
and CK92b), has been used for the spectral represen-
tation of avariable on arectangular domain. Itis proved
in CK92a that the computation for the Laplacian op-
erator and the derivation of the solutions for the Poisson
and Helmholtz equations are very straightforward using
the H-F spectral method. Thus, the semi-implicit scheme
will be more efficient in this spectral method than in
the modified double Fourier series used by Tatsumi
(1986). In addition, the H-F spectral method has another
advantage in that the lateral boundary problem can be
solved easily and naturally.

Lateral boundaries are an intrinsic feature of a lim-
ited-area model. If a limited-area model is nested in a
global model with a “*one-way’’ influence method dur-
ing time integration, the boundary values obtained from
the global model may beincompatiblewith thevariables
within the region predicted by the limited-area model.
In principle, there are two approaches to dealing with
this lateral boundary value problem.

One is to specify the boundary values in such a man-
ner as to make the problem well posed. For example,
Charney (1962) showed that an appropriate set of
boundary conditions for the barotropic vorticity equa-
tion is to specify the normal velocity everywhere on the
boundary and potential vorticity at inflow points. The
complication associated with this approach accrues for
the unmodified system of the governing equations. An-
alytic results of Oliger and Sundstrom (1978) indicate
that the initial boundary value problem for the hydro-
static primitive equations is ill posed with any specifi-
cation of pointwise boundary conditions. The essential
cause of the ill posedness might be eliminated by ap-
plying boundary conditions to each vertical mode in-
dependently (Hack and Schubert 1981). An alternate
reduced system based on symmetric hyperbolic partial
differential equationsisfound to be well posed (Brown-
ing and Kreiss 1986). It should be pointed out that this
approach is further complicated by discretization
schemes and errors in the boundary data. It seems dif-
ficult to solve all the computational boundary problems
for a limited-area model by using only this approach.
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The second approach is used in the case that the prob-
lem with the prescribed boundary values is not well
posed. To reduce the amplitude of spurious solutions
near the boundary due to ill-posed boundary conditions,
it is necessary to employ a lateral boundary treatment
that can effectively reduce lateral boundary noiseduring
the integration. These methods include the insertion of
a highly diffusive layer contiguous to the boundary
(Benwell et al. 1971), a divergence control method
(Okamura 1975), a method of modification of the ten-
dencies at the boundary (Kesel and Winninghoff 1972;
Perkey and Kreitzberg 1976), the boundary relaxation
method (Davies 1976), etc. In the limited-area spectral
models of Tatsumi (1986) and Juang and Kanamitsu
(1994), the boundary relaxation method is used to re-
duce the lateral boundary noise.

In this paper, besides testing the harmonic-sine spec-
tral method, wewill present anew method for specifying
the lateral boundary values of limited-areamodels. This
method is also used in the case that the problem with
the prescribed boundary values is not well posed.

From a global perspective, alimited region R defined
for a limited-area model is only a part of the global
surface. The other part of the global surface outside the
region R is referred to as the external region Q. From
the global perspective, the wind field in the limited re-
gion R depends not only upon the vorticity and diver-
gence within the region R, but aso on those of the
external region Q.

Based on the studies of CK92a and Chen et al. (1996),
the wind field in alimited area can be separated into two
parts. One is the internal wind that depends only upon
the vorticity and divergence within the region R. No
matter how the vorticity and divergence vary in the ex-
ternal region, the internal wind does not vary. The other
part isthe external wind that depends only on the vorticity
and divergence outside the region R. No matter how the
vorticity and divergence vary within the region R, the
external wind does not change. Thisis the basic property
of the above wind separation in a limited region.

If alimited-area model is formulated in terms of the
vorticity and divergence equations (instead of the mo-
mentum equations) and is nested in a global model by
the one-way method, based on the basic property of
wind separation shown above, only the internal wind in
the limited area can be predicted from the vorticity and
divergence equations of the limited-area model; the ex-
ternal wind in the limited area must be derived from
the prediction of the global model. The total wind in
the limited region at each time step is the sum of the
internal and external winds predicted by the two models,
respectively. That the external wind is added to the in-
ternal wind at each time step represents the effect of
the lateral boundary values predicted by the global mod-
el on the wind prediction of the limited-areamodel. This
isthebasicideafor solving thelateral boundary problem
of alimited-area model.

In addition to the wind field, a similar idea can also
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be used to solve the lateral boundary values for scalar
variables, such as geopotential height, temperature, and
surface pressure. Based on CK92a and CK92b, a scalar
variable is separated into harmonic and inner parts. The
two separations for a scalar variable and wind vector
are different. The harmonic and inner parts are used to
express the separation of scalar variables, such as the
streamfunction, velocity potential, and geopotential
height, etc., but the external and internal winds are uti-
lized to denote the separation of the wind vector (Chen
et al. 1996).

Because the boundary value of avariable for the har-
monic-sine series expansion is simpler than that of the
harmonic-cosine one, only the harmonic-sine series ex-
pansion is used in this paper. The equations for scalar
variables of the limited-area model are all transformed
into the equations of their inner parts, whose boundary
values are homogeneous. Thus, the inner part equations
of the limited-area model can easily be solved by the
double sine series.

The harmonic parts of the scalar variablesin the lim-
ited region are derived from the prediction of the global
model. The total prediction of these scalar variablesin
the limited region at each time step is the sum of the
inner and harmonic parts. This is a simple method to
prescribe the lateral boundary values of scalar variables.

The external wind and the harmonic parts of scalar
variables are all the harmonic functions. In this boundary
method, the lateral boundary value of a variable is not
just given at aclosed line of the boundary, but it isalways
given by a harmonic function defined in the wholelimited
domain. Because the derivatives of a harmonic function
up to second order are continuous, the harmonic function
must be very smooth in the region up to the boundary.
The harmonic function added to the inner part cannot
cause any discontinuity near the boundary. Thus, the new
boundary method is quite different from some other ar-
tificial pragmatic techniques (Benwell et al. 1971; Oka
mura 1975; Davies 1976) mentioned above, and it has a
relatively strong theoretical basis, especially for thewind
field. Tests of this boundary method will show that the
predicted motion near the boundary is smooth without
any other boundary treatment.

It should be noted that the primary appeal of aspectral
method is its high accuracy. Finite-difference discreti-
zations give algebraic convergence, while a properly
formulated spectral method gives exponential conver-
gence. Recently, Kuo and Williams (1992) used asimple
examplein one-dimensional space to study the accuracy
of regional spectral methods and found that Tatsumi’s
(1986) spectral method does not possess exponential
convergence. In this paper, we do not explore the ex-
ponential convergence of the H-F spectral method, but
we want to show that the semi-implicit time integration
scheme and the external wind lateral boundary method
are much more efficiently and conveniently imple-
mented by the H-F spectral method than by Tatsumi’s
spectral method.
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The paper is organized as follows. The governing
model equations formulated in terms of the vorticity
and divergence equations are shown in section 2. The
vertical finite-difference representation of the model
equations is discussed in the appendix. The equations
for the streamfunction, velocity potential, and gener-
alized geopotential are presented in section 3. All of the
model equations are transformed into their inner parts
in this section. The solution of the equations in the
vertical mode space and their semi-implicit time inte-
gration scheme are discussed in section 4. Section 5
outlines the external wind lateral boundary method for
a limited-area model. The basic idea of how the one-
way and two-way interactive procedures for a limited-
area model nested in a global model are implemented
based on the external wind boundary method is dis-
cussed in this section. Tests of predictions of the ex-
plosive development of a cyclone over the east coast of
North America and a lee-cyclogenesis case in East Asia
computed by the H-F spectral limited-area model with
the external wind lateral boundary method are discussed
in section 6.

2. The basic equations
The vertical coordinate o is defined by

2.1)

o=,
p-
where p.(X, y, t) is the surface pressure. The symbols
are defined as usual.
The momentum equation is

oV oV
—=—(f+ Dk XV — 56—
Jdo

ot
1
- + V.V
oo+ 3v)
— RTVInp. + P, + K,. (2.2
The thermodynamic equation is
aT oT  RT
—=-VVT -6—+ —w+ P +K;. (23
at T Tepe TPt K (23
The continuity equation is
d Inp. o
—— = -V-Vinp. - V-V - —. 24
ot - do (24)
The continuity equation of water vapor is
9q . 99
—=-V:-Vq—-o— + P, + K, 25
at A= 05, TPt Ke (29
The hydrostatic equation is
d RT
8 _ -—. (2.6)
Jo (o

It is assumed that
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f=1f+f 2.7)
T=Tgo) + T
=To) +[Tx y, 0, 1) = To(0)],  (28)

where f, is the averaged value of Coriolis parameter in
the integration region and f' is its deviation. Equation
(2.8) means that the temperature field is divided into a
basic state portion, T,(o), that depends only on sigma
and is statically stable, and a deviation from the basic
state, T:

The terms P, P,, Py, and P, can be written as

m o
P,=—-——1J 2.9
U p*aa_u ( )
m o
p= -7, 2.10
V= o (2.10)

1
PT_E’){QR+ QL+ QD

g|a 3
~31% —cd - n2y)l eu
ps |00 = pal( )aaq} (211
d
P,=S — EEJQ. (2.12)

In (2.9-(2.12), J,, J,, J,, and J, represent net parame-
terized vertical fluxes of momentum, dry static energy
(C,T + ¢), and moisture, and they include fluxes due
to convection and boundary layer turbulence. Here, m
is the map scale factor, and Qg, Q,, and Q, represent
heating due, respectively, to radiation, internal phase
changes (including evaporation of precipitation), and the
internal dissipation of kinetic energy associated with the
P, and P, terms. Here, S, denotes the rate of change of
g due to precipitation.

The terms K, K,, K, and K, represent the influence
of unsolved horizontal scales. Their treatment differs
from that of Py, P,, P, and P, termsin that it does not
involve a physical model of subgrid-scale processes, but
rather a numerically convenient form of scale selective
diffusion of a magnitude determined empirically to en-
sure realistic behavior of resolved scales.

a. The vorticity and divergence equations

The vorticity and divergence equation are derived
from (2.2) and written in the form

J
a—f: —f6 + M, + meK, (2.13)
96
o f.l — MPV3(¢ + RTInp.) + nPD,,,
— mPV2E + K, (2.14)

where
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[=K-VXV=np i<1) - i<3) (2.15)
ax\m) ay\m
5=V.V = i(£> + i(l> (2.16)
ax\m) " ay\m
0, - - ui(f' +¢) +Xa(f + )
m X m ay
J oF JoF
S L LY 217
R Ay
vatf +¢)  uaf + )
D,, = ~ _u
m X m ay
¢ OF, oF,
TSI 2.1
R .
2 + 2
E=2V (2.19)
2
and
F= —o— <E> L )
Jo\m X m
F= ol (X> _ g2 Py (2.21)
Jdo\m ay m

The main parts of ., and D_, are the horizontal
and vertical advection, so that (), and D_,, arereferred
to as the vorticity and divergence advection terms, re-
spectively. The terms K, and K, are derived from K,
and K,, and they represent the influence of unsolved
horizontal scales on vorticity and divergence, respec-
tively.

b. The vertical finite-difference form of the equations
Let U, V, Q, and D be

u=2, v=2,
m m
_ ¢ _ 9
0=—- D=_. (2.22)
It is assumed that
me = mg + (M), (2.23)

where g isthe averaged value of n? over theintegration
region and (m?)’ isitsdeviation. The vertical distribution
of variables is shown in Fig. 1. Based on the vertical
difference form derived in the appendix, the continuity
equation (A.5) can be rewritten as

d Inp.
ot

+mIID = P,, (2.24)

where
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Fic. 1. The vertical distribution of the variables.

og=0 1/2  mmeemmemmme-
U
1+1/2  —emmmemmo--
2 ________________
241/2 mmmmmmmm—eo-
k-1/2  cemmmmmmee-
JAY kK —mmmmmmmm e e
k+1/2  meeemeee----
K+l  mmmmmmmmmmmm -
N-1/2  m-mmmmm-m---
N ________________
g=1 N+1/2 mmmmmmmmm—--
D,
D,
D= -,
D
II=(Aog,...,Aq, ..., Ady). (2.25)

If the basic equations are written in column-vector form,
(A.40) and (A.43) become

1Y)

T + f,D = Q4 + K, (2.26)
and
aD
Fri f,Q + V(¢ + RT, InP.)
=D,, — VE + K, (2.27)
The thermodynamic equation (A.33) is rewritten as
aT
— + mFD = T, + P; + K, (2.28)

ot

where T, becomes

(@)
Fic. 2. (a) The closed region R, (b) the open region R without
boundary, and (c) the boundary of the region R.

(b)

Taw = Tho T Toa + Tga — (M)'FD. (2.29)
The hydrostatic equation (A.28) is
¢ = ¢. + RBT. (2.30)
Substituting it into (2.27), we have
D
aa_t - f, @ + V¥¢. + RBT, + RT, InP,)
=D, — VE + K, (2.31)
The equation for the mixing ratio (A.45) is
9q
i Qu + Py + K, (2.32)

The equations (2.24), (2.26), (2.28), (2.31), and (2.32)
are the basic equations for the variables Inp., Q, T, D,
and q.

3. Theinner part equations of the model
a. The separation of the scalar variables and wind

The limited-area model is defined in a closed region
R shown by Fig. 2a. The region shown by Fig. 2b is

(c)



148

an open region without the boundary, and it is also
referred to as interior of R or within the region R. The
closed line %, shown by Fig. 2c isthe boundary of region
R. Based on the harmonic-sine series expansion
(CK92a), a scalar variable A, such as temperature or
geopotential height, defined on closed R can be divided
into the harmonic and inner parts, A = A, + A, where
the harmonic part A, satisfies the Laplace equation and
Dirichlet boundary condition

V2A, = 0, in interior of R,

Als = AZ), at the boundary 3,
and the inner part A is determined by A, = A — A,
The inner part A vanishes at the boundary 3, automat-
ically and can be expanded in a double sine series. The

streamfunction and velocity potential on closed R are
separated by

U=t + X=Xt X (3.2

where the inner parts s, and y; satisfy the Poisson equa-
tions

(3.)

V2 = Q, V2 =D, ininterior of R,
#ls =0, x|y =0 attheboundary 3,

and they are easily solved by the double sine series.
The internal wind on closed R is defined by

9, + oxi _ a_wl

ay  oax !

(3.3)

+ %X (3.4)
X ay

and the external wind on closed R is derived by
U.=U-U, Ve=V -V, (3.5)

The harmonic parts, ¢, and y,, fulfill the Laplace equa-
tions

V2 =0, VZy,=0 (3.6)
in the interior of R, and at the boundary 2, they satisfy
y x|y
0, | Oxn
— + = = Vgls. 3.7
(s 22 = v @)

The separation of wind field into the internal and ex-
ternal winds based on (3.4) and (3.5) is different from
that of scalar variables.

Because the inner parts are expressed by the double
sine series, V2, and V2y, at the boundary 3. become

Vagls = 0, Vayls = 0. (3.8)

If the vorticity and divergence need to be computed on
closed R from the inner parts, they can be derived by

Vi + 0 = Q, Vi + Dk =D, (39

where the symbol ()|, is defined on closed R and denoted
by
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(3.10)

al, - Q, at the boundary =,
* 0, ininterior of R.

To avoid discontinuity of (3.9) at the boundary, the fol-
lowing method can be used. The vorticity and diver-
gence are separated into their harmonic and inner parts
expressed by

QO=0,+0Q, D=D+D, (311

where (), and D, satisfy Laplace equations V2Q), = 0
and V2D,, = 0 with the Dirichlet boundary values Q|
= Ql; and D,|; = Dls, respectively. Introducing two
new variables, ;,; and yx,,;, they are a portion of the
inner parts of streamfunction and velocity potential, re-
spectively, and they satisfy the Poisson equations

VZl,/’h,i =0, VzXh,i = Dy, (3.12)

with zero Dirichlet boundary value. Based on (3.11),
the inner parts (), and D, can be derived by ), = V2,
— V24, and D, = V2y; — V2 .. Thus, the vorticity and
divergence on closed R computed from the inner parts
are expressed by

V(i — ‘//h,i) +Q,=Q,

Va(x; — xn) + D, = D.

(3.13)

If an equation A = B is satisfied on closed R, then
by applying the harmonic-sine spectral method (3.1) to
both sides and based on the uniqueness of the harmonic
function for the Dirichlet boundary value, it followsthat
the following equations

A, =B, and A =B
are satisfied on closed R.

(3.14)

b. The governing equations of the inner parts of the
streamfunction and velocity potential

Let us introduce two variables i,,,; and x.q,,;, which
satisfy the following equations:

Vzwadv,i = Qo VZXadv,i =

with the homogeneous Dirichlet boundary values. The
variables ,,; and x,, are referred to as advection
variation rates of the inner parts of the streamfunction
and velocity potential, respectively.

To simplify notations, let F denote a finite Fourier
sine transform operator in the two-dimensional space,
that is,

FIfi(x )] = Fim

Dy (3.15)

Lx

LLy o

Ly

(3.16)

The double Fourier sine series of f, are
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fix y) = FFml

: . max . n
> F(m, njsin— sn ™ (317)
1n-1 L, L,
where F~ isthe inverse Fourier sine transform operator
from wave to physical space.

Thus, the solutions of (3.15) are

M=

3
1l

1\*
Yoy = —F ‘Q’a:lv,mn<L_2) (3.18)
and
1\t
Xadv,i = _F_l Dadvmn<L_2) 1 (319)
where

Qadv,rm = F[‘Q’adv]! Dadv,rm = F[Dadv]! (320)

and L, isreferred to as a horizontal scale of the wave
and expressed by
1 mém?  nar?
— = + . 3.21
L2, L2 L2 (321)
Utilizing (3.18) and (3.19), (2.26) and (2.27) can be
solved with zero Dirichlet boundary values, and their
solutions are

a_ll’tl + foxi = P, (322
oxi
8_%[/ + (¢ + RT,Inp.), — foth = Xy — B (3:293)

Because the terms K,, K;, Ky, and K, represent the
influence of unsolved horizontal scales, their treatment
involves a horizontal diffusion solved by the spectral
method based on the splitting procedure. The method
for solving these terms is described in section 4e, and
thus, these terms are temporarily omitted from (3.22)
and (3.23).

¢. The equation of the inner part of the generalized
geopotential height on the constant o surface

Now we introduce a variable
¢ = ® + RT Inp., (3.24)

where ¢’ is referred to as the generalized geopotential
height in o coordinates. Because the geopotential height
on the constant o surface depends on the temperature
through the hydrostatic equation (2.30), the generalized
geopotential height is expressed by

¢ = é. + RBT + RTnp.. (3.25)

Taking the partial derivative with respect to t, (3.25)
becomes

6 ! ke
O _ g, g 010
ot ot

ot

RT, (3.26)
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Substituting (2.24) and (2.28) into (3.26), the equation
of the generalized geopotential becomes

J
%+ D - @, (3.27)
where matrix A is
A = R(BF + TII). (3.28)
Here,
®/, ! = RBT,, + RT,P,, + RBP, (3.29)

denotes the variation of the generalized geopotential
height caused by the advection and diabatic heating.

Based on (3.14), (3.27) can be rewritten into two
equations as

a% + MEAD, = @/, (3.30)
and

d

d)h + MAD, = D/ 4. (3.3

Based on (3.10), (3.11), and (3.12), (3.30) isrewritten
in the form

¢.

— + mMEAV2y, = ®/; + mBAD), (3.32)

where
D/ = Dy — Difs = V2, (333)

is the harmonic part of the divergence in the closed
region with zero boundary value. Equations (3.22),
(3.23), and (3.32) are the basic equations of the inner
parts of the three variables: the streamfunction, velocity
potential, and generalized geopotential.

d. The equation of the generalized ageostrophic
geopotential

If the inner parts of the streamfunction and geopo-
tential in p coordinates are denoted by i,; and ¢,,, the
ageostrophic deviation in the atmospheric motion can
be expressed by ¢, .. = ¢,; — T, where ¢, is re-
ferred to as an inner part of the ageostrophic geopoten-
tial on isobaric surface. In o coordinates, the generalized
ageostrophic geopotential at o surface is approximately
defined by

¢ = ¢ — T = (¢ + RT, Inp.);, — i (3.34)

From (3.22) and (3.32), the equation of the generalized
ageostrophic geopotential is

¢|a

+ MAVZY; — fixi = @fuia + MBAD;,  (3.39)

where

(I)’had,ia =@’ hadi oll’advu (3.36)
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is referred to as the variation of the generalized ageo-
strophic geopotential caused by advection and diabatic
heating.

The velocity potential equation (3.23) can be rewrit-
ten as

aX.

+ &L = Xavi — Ei (3.37)

The basic variables for describing the atmospheric mo-
tion now become the inner parts of the streamfunction,
velocity potential, and generalized ageostrophic geo-
potential.

4. Theinner part eguations of the vertical modes
and their semi-implicit time-integration scheme

a. The inner part equations of the vertical modes

Equation (3.32) or (3.35) can be transformed into the
equation of its vertical mode. We introduce a matrix E
in order that the following relation is satisfied:

= diag(gh,, gh,, ..., ghy).

For this purpose, the eigenvectors of the matrix A are
derived and expressed by E;, j = 1 , N. In (4.2),
the matrix E represents the eigenvector matrix with each
column representing an eigenvector E;. The matrix E-*
istheinverse of the matrix E. The matrix G isadiagonal
matrix with the diagonal elements given by the N ei-
genvalues, (gh,, gh,, ..., ghy), of the matrix A. The
values h, h,, ..., and h, are the equivalent depth of
the vertical modes.

Let the vertical mode of the variables be

EAE = G (4.1)

X-=E7x ¥ =B, ¢ = BTN, (42
and thus, the variables in physical space are
X = Exe, ¥ =Edh, &= Edin. (43)

Equations (3.22), (3.37), and (3.35) are multiplied
from left by the matrix E~*; then

(91#,*
+ fOXl* = l[’adw* (44)
Gx,*

+ ¢|a* Xadv,i* - Ei* (45)

ad)la”‘
+ mEGV2xix — f2xix = @i + MGDy,  (4.6)

where

Xavir = B Xaavii Yo » = E M),

D yir = BP0 D/. = E-D;. 4.7)

The equations (4.4)—(4.6) can be rewritten as
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alp,*
‘< + foX.*k = l/jaiv,i*k’ (4-8)
ot
9Xir
“ + ¢Ia*k = Xavitk — Bk (4-9)
ot
I 1
b, C2[ V2 — = | ik = Plogiwr — C2D/wc  (4.10)
ot ch,k '

k=1,2...,N (4.11)
for each of the vertica modes separately, where C, is
the gravity wave phase speed for the kth vertical mode,
and L, is the radius of deformation of the kth mode,
and they are expressed by

h
Ce = my(gh)¥?, La = Eon, = <Ck

2
fz TQ) . (412

respectively. The equations for the vertical mode k have
the same form as the shallow water equations with
equivalent depth, h,.

b. The solution of the gravity—inertia wave equation
in the semi-implicit time-integration scheme

Now introducing a leapfrog scheme,

Xt+At — Xt—At
X = ——,
' 2At
to analogize the time derivative of a variable X, and
using an implicit treatment of the linear gravity wave
terms in (4.8)—(4.10), we obtain the following set of
prognostic equations:

(4.13)

Sl T Toxhew = Ulavirk (4.14)
O Xirk T ml = Xivik — Bl (4.15)
8i(;bi,a*k + Cﬁvz_}*k - fg/\_/}*k = q),}wad,ia*k + CﬁD’ L*kv (416)
where
_ Xt+At + thAl
Xt= ———— (4.17)
2
From (4.17), (4.13) becomes
Xt — thAt
OX = ——. 4,18
: X (4.18)
Thus, (4.14)—(4.16) can be rewritten as
Uit + T At
= Pyt + P (4.19)
X' + (A lasi !
= (Xtadv,i*k — ELJAL + y& (4.20)
Gl T CEALVZ yi b — F3ALG,
= AMD'f i T CEAID | + @' 1540 (4.21)

Eliminating ¢/« from (4.20) and (4.21), we obtain
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(CAY> L5

where the forcing term, Ft,, is expressed by
1

~ (CAy

— (A" L4 + (Xhavirk —

V't — X' = Fiy (422

Fhe = [_(At)zq)l}'lad.ia*k — CE(AD)?D' |,
ELJAL + x541.
(4.23)

Equation (4.22) is the semi-implicit time integration
scheme of the gravity—inertia wave equation, and it de-
scribes the averaged vel ocity potential between twotime
steps in vertical mode space.

Because the lateral boundary value of the inner part
of the velocity potential is homogeneous, the solution
of the Helmholtz equation (4.22) can be derived from
the double sine series. Based on (3.16) and (3.17), the
solution is written in the form

Xt = —F[FLX V)] (L—i + a2>_ ,  (4.24)

mn

where
1 1

2

= + =.
%~ cany L

(4.25)

After the vertical mode of the velocity potential is ob-
tained from (4.24), the streamfunction can be computed
from (4.19) by

i = Phaymd A + P2 — (TAYXH,.  (4.26)
After .t is derived, we have
Xt = Exut, ot = Byt (4.27)

From (4.17) and (4.18), theinner parts of the variables
in the next time step are

Xiot = Z)Fik = Xk

Pt = 200 — P (4.28)

¢. The semi-implicit scheme for surface pressure,
temperature, and mixing ratio

After introducing a leapfrog finite difference for the
time derivatives and an implicit treatment of the linear
gravity wave terms, (2.24), (2.28), and (2.32) can be
written as

Inpt + MRAtIIDt = P, At + Inpiat (4.29)
Tt + MEALFD! = Ti, At + AtPL + T3t (4.30)
q = QL + PYAL + grat  (4.31)

Based on (3.14), (4.29)—(4.31) can be separated into two
parts. The equations for the inner parts are
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Inp.;t = —nBALIID;* + Py, At + Inptat  (4.32)
Tt = —MBAtFD;t + Tt At + AtP,

+ T (4.33)

G = (Qu + PYAL+ gp> (4.34)
and the equations for the harmonic parts are

Inp.,t = —MBAtIID,* + Pi,, At + Inpi &t (4.35)

T.t = —NBAtFD, ' + T, At
+ APy, + T (4.36)
G = (Qu, + PAL + g, (4.37)

where D;t in (4.32) and (4.33) can be calculated from
(3.13) by

D'=D' - D=V~ x)  (439)

and Dy, is obtained by the prediction of the global model.
The values for the step t + At can be deduced by

Xerat = X — X4, (4.39)

d. The computation of the initial time step

For the initial time steps, we perform three initial
steps: aforward step of At/4 and a centered one of At/2,
then a centered one of At. After these three initial time
steps, the basic time scheme with 2At is started. This
method is an effective way of reducing the initial shock,
especially when using the large time steps permitted by
use of the semi-implicit method.

The first forward time step is

XAU4 _ X0
OX=——"7"—"" 4.40
' At/4 ( )
_ XAU4 | X(©
XA = — (4.41)
2
Thus,
XAU4 = DXAUE — X (O (4.42)
The second and third steps are
XAU2 = OXAv4 _ XO, XAt = 2XAU2 _ X0 (4.43)

Then the basic time step is started at t = At.

e. Horizontal diffusion

““Horizontal” smoothing of streamfunction, velocity
potential, and specific humidity is represented by asim-
ple linear fourth-order diffusion applied along the o
coordinate surface:

(Ky); = —KV*X,, (4.44)
where X, = i, x;, or ¢. It is applied in spectral space
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Global model in global surface:
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Limited-area model in region R:

t=t, Q, D), T, Ilnp- Q, D), T, lnp-
U and V. U and 17.
\)
d l
t=to Q, D), T, lnp- (Q, Dy vy X0)
+At U and V. i i e ] wy, vy, T, lnps
‘l' (Th)zm!(lnp*h)[m'
l
d J )
i g, Vg, (Th)gms Total prediction
l (nper) g Ta= U=u,+ug,
i (T 1)y * BT ) g |2 |V =0+ v,
l np.,=a(inpg),, T=T,+T,,
! +BURD ) g - np.=lnp.+Inp.,.
I \
_________ S S S
! The external )
l wind and har- !
i monic parts of T )
! and np. of the [« e
l region Q are )
i also updated. l
1) l
l ! !
I 1 l
t=t, one-way Two-way One-way and
coupling two-way
+240t

Fic. 3. Outline of the one-way and two-way coupling external wind lateral boundary method
between global and limited-area models. (The global surface is the sum of the regions

R and Q)

tot + At valuessuchthat if (x) misaspectral coefficient
of X, computed for time step t + At prior to diffusion,
then the diffused valueX? is given by an implicit scheme
as

_ 1\ _
%™ = (X — 2KAt<L—2) XM (4.45)

or

L2,

mn

_ 1\

X.m=()m1+ 2KAt< ) , (4.46)
where L., is determined by (3.21). A modified diffusion
is used for temperature to avoid an unrealistic warming
of mountain tops. A computationally convenient form

that approximates diffusion on pressure surfacesisused.
Equation (4.46) becomes

T_inm = (T|c)nm + [(T|):1n - (Tlc)lr‘ln] 1+ ZKAt(L_]Z-> 7 !

(4.47)

where

ic

N 4.48
(p T (4.48)
and (p.op/op. oT/op),, denotes reference values, and it
varies only with the model level based on the standard

ICAO atmosphere.

9 ﬂ) Inp.;
ref
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FiG. 4. The topography of model domain centered over North
America. Contour interval is 200 m.

5. An external wind lateral boundary method

a. The wind reconstruction and its lateral boundary
condition

The basic property of the wind separation into the
internal and external winds discussed by CK92a and
Chen et al. (1996) will be utilized to solve the lateral
boundary problem of a limited-area model. As pointed
out in section 1, if a limited-area model is nested in a
global model, only the internal wind in the limited area
can be predicted from the vorticity and divergence equa-
tions of the limited-area model, while the external wind
in the limited area must be derived from prediction of
the global model.

Based on the equations in section 4, the inner parts,
Yiratand x4 are predicted by the limited-area model
as shown in the right column of Fig. 3. The internal
wind is computed by

UI+AI _ alpiH—At aXiH—At
' ay oX
Jut+at gytrat
V}+At — lﬂ—, + Xi . (51)
X ay

The external wind, Uz and Vg, on closed R can be ob-
tained by the natural method (Chen et al. 1996) from
the predicted wind (or vorticity and divergence) of the
global model as shown in the middle column of Fig. 3.
In this natural method, the internal wind on closed R is
also derived based on the global model prediction, then
the external wind is computed by (3.5). The external
wind derived by the natural method satisfies the con-
sistency condition (Chen et al. 1996) automatically.
To compute the advection terms at thetime step t +
At, it is necessary to know Utat, Virat (At gnd Dt+At
on closed R. The total wind on closed R at each time
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step is the sum of the internal and external winds ex-
pressed by

Utrat = a4 Uteag
WEFAL S\RHAt -\ At (5_2)

Based on (3.9), the vorticity and divergence, Qt+2t
and D2t on closed R are calculated from yi+at
and Xit+Al by

Qr+at = Vzlpwmi + Q|t2+At'
Dt+at = V2Xt+mi + Dlg-m’ (53)

where Q2 and D]t can be obtained from the global
model prediction. For avoiding discontinuity of (5.3) at
the boundary, based on (3.13), (5.3) can be replaced by

QHAt — Vz(ll,iwm — lrl’}eruM) + QL+At,

Dt+At — VZ(X}+A1 — /\/Hrim) + Dﬁm. (54)

By this boundary method, the predicted total wind at
the boundary of the limited region is not equal to the
predicted wind of the global model. Because the vor-
ticity and divergence within the region have been
changed by the limited-area model prediction, the wind
at the boundary should also change for consistency.

b. The lateral boundary condition for the variables In
p., T, and q

The harmonic parts of the surface pressure, temper-
ature, and mixing ratio, Inptat,, T2 ¢ and g+, are
different from the external wind because they can be
predicted not only from the global model but also from
the limited-area model by (4.35)—(4.37). The harmonic
parts computed from the global model are denoted by
(Inp. )5t (Tbdy and (g,)5:2, while those calculated
from the limited-area model based on (4.35)—(4.37) are
expressed by (Inp.,.)in* (To)im* and (g.)in*". In general,
the harmonic parts derived from the limited-area model
have higher resolution (or shorter horizontal scales) than
those derived from the global model, especially when
higher resolution topography is used in the limited re-
gion.

The harmonic part of a scalar variable used as the
boundary value of a limited-area model is referred to
as a boundary harmonic part. There are two methods to
determine the boundary harmonic parts. One method is
that the boundary harmonic parts are the same as the
harmonic parts derived from the global model, and thus,

[ npkth‘ = (I np- ,h) thrrnAta

Thae= Mg avs = (@)
This method is referred to as a simple method.
The other method is called a weighted mean method.
In this method, the boundary harmonic parts are weight-
ed mean values of two harmonic parts derived from both

the global and limited-area models, and they are ex-
pressed by

(5.5)
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FiG. 5. Observed charts: (a) SLP (3-hPaisobar spacing) at 1200 UTC 4 January 1985; (b) the geopotential height (solid contours at 40-gpm
spacing), wind (arrows with scale in meters per second at bottom), and temperature (dashed in 2-K increments) at the 500-hPa level for the
same time as in (a); (c) SLP at 0000 UTC 5 January 1985; (d) SLP at 1200 UTC 5 January 1985; (e) SLP at 0000 UTC 6 January 1985;
and (f) the geopotential height, wind, and temperature at the 500-hPa level for same time as in (d).

Inptidt = a(lnp. ) inat + BUNp. ) 5,
That = ao(T)ind + B(T) L

gm

AR = a(@)in®™ + B0 g (5.6)
where @ + B = 1. The simple method is a special case
of the weighted mean method when « = 0Oand 8 = 1
in (5.6).

The predicted variables, T, Inp., and g at t + At in
the limited region, are the sum of theinner and boundary
harmonic parts expressed by

Inpi+at = Inpiiat + Inpihae,
TH—At = Tit+At + T}_‘+At,

qUrat = qitat 4+ gt (5.7)

The method shown by (5.2), (5.3), and (5.7) is re-
ferred to as the external wind lateral boundary method,
and its goal is to guarantee two properties of the pre-
dicted variables at the boundary for the limited-area
model: oneis consistency or continuity at the boundary,
and the other is accuracy.

Theinner parts are predicted by the limited-areamod-
el in the form of the double sine series. The boundary
effects from the global model are represented by the
harmonic parts added to the inner parts. The harmonic
parts are all harmonic functions, and so are their linear
combinations shown by (5.6). The components of the
external wind are also harmonic functions. The har-
monic functions are very smooth in the closed region
up to the boundary, and thus, the sum shown by (5.2)
and (5.7) cannot cause any discontinuity near the bound-
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Fic. 5. (Continued)

ary. The accuracy of the prediction of the limited-area
model depends upon the accuracy of the provided
boundary values. The weighted mean method given by
(5.6) is designed with a view to obtain more accurate
boundary values for the limited-area model than by the
simple method.

The main purpose of this paper isto show the property
of the consistency or continuity for the external wind
lateral boundary method, and thus, only the tests of the
simple method are discussed in the next section.

¢. The basic idea of a two-way coupling between
limited-area and global models

If the feedback from the limited-area model to the
global model is needed, the basic idea of a two-way
coupling method is also shown in Fig. 3. In the two-
way coupling method, the global surfaceisdivided into
two parts as shown in section 1: one is the limited area
R and the other is the region Q outside the area R. The
boundary line between the regions R and Q is denoted
by 3. During two-way coupling, the wind predicted by
the limited-area model will be used to update the wind
predicted by the global model in the limited area R
including the boundary 3. From the global perspective,
the external wind of the region R is related to the vor-
ticity and divergence in the region Q, and inversely, the
external wind of the region Q is aso related to the
vorticity and divergence in the region R. After the vor-
ticity, divergence and wind are updated in the region
R, the external wind of the region Q should also be
updated in order to obtain the continuous wind at the
global surface. The external wind of the region Q can
be derived from the updated wind at .. A similar method
can also be used to treat the variables Inp., T, and g.

In this two-way coupling, changes are not only for
the wind and the scalar variables Inp., T, and q in the
region R, but also for the external wind and the harmonic
parts of these scalar variables in the region Q. The pre-
dicted results will be very smooth over the global sur-
face for thistwo-way coupling method. Only somebasic
ideas of this two-way coupling method are mentioned,
and how the external wind and harmonic parts of the
region Q are computed based on the boundary values
at 3 will not be discussed in this paper.

d. Some discussion on computation and boundary
value problems

The semi-implicit time integration scheme is applied
to the inner part equations of the model, and these inner
part equations are solved by the double sine series, such
as (4.24). During the computation of the spatial deriv-
atives, if the lateral boundary values are homogeneous,
for example, the computation of (5.1) and V2y; in (5.3),
the double sine series are directly used; if the spatial
derivatives of the harmonic function at the boundary
need to be computed, such as (5.4), the solution of the
harmonic function (CK92a) is used. As pointed out in
section 1, the Tatsumi’s (1986) modified Fourier series
are useful in computation of the spatial derivatives, this
method is also used in computing the spatial derivatives
of the horizontal advection termsin this paper. The non-
linear advection terms are computed by the transform
method (Orszag 1970; Eliassen et al. 1970), in which
products are performed by transforming to the values
at grid points, performing the product, and transforming
back to wave space.

In the spectral method, the wavenumber truncation
for avoiding the aliasing error was discussed by Canuto
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et al. (1987, p. 84), which is sometimes referred to as
the 3/2 rule. Chen (1993) found that using the 3/2 rule
in the spectral model with the transform method is not
necessary and the nonlinear computational instability
induced by the aliasing terms is not present in the long-
term integration. In our computations, it is also found
that wavenumber truncation for avoiding the aliasing
error is not necessary and the predicted results without
the wavenumber truncation are better. The method with-
out wavenumber truncation is used in this paper.

If alimited-area model is nested in a global model,
there are two kinds of interaction at the boundary. One
is the boundary consistency problem, which concerns
whether the variables at the boundary predicted by two
models are compatible (or continuous) with each other
at the same time step t = t, + At. The boundary treat-
ments studied by Benwell et al. (1971), Okamura
(1975), and Davies (1976) are all aimed at solving this
consistency problem, but the external wind lateral
boundary method is very effective for this purpose.

The other kind of interaction at the boundary between
two models is caused by horizontal transports of phys-
ical quantities, such as sensible heat and momentum
fluxes. This problem may be referred to as a boundary
forcing problem. This kind of interaction is along-term
effect, and it can be studied only by time integration of
two models after the boundary consistency problem has
been solved.

6. Some test results of the H-F spectral limited-
area model with the external wind lateral
boundary method

We now show some exampl es of the predicted results.
Thetests are performed with aview to check thevalidity
of the H-F spectral method and one-way influence ex-
ternal wind lateral boundary values used in a limited-
areamodel. In general, a new computational method or
a new boundary procedure is often tested in a shallow-
water model. However, the tests in this paper are dem-
onstrated by the predicted results of the adiabatic dy-
namical part of the H-F spectral limited-areamodel. For
this purpose, we choose examples for which diabatic
effects are not important for the development of the
major systems considered.

Because a comparison between the spectral method
and finite difference method has been performed by Tat-
sumi (1986) and Juang and Kanamitsu (1994), we do
not repeat it here.

a. Rapid cyclonic development along the east coast
of North America

The first example is arapid development of acyclone
near the east coast of North America. The topography
of the model domain is shown in Fig. 4. In the vertical,
16 o-levels at o = 0.015, 0.045, 0.075, 0.105, 0.140,
0.200, 0.285, 0.390, 0.510, 0.630, 0.735, 0.825, 0.900,
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0.950, 0.980, and 0.995 are used. The grid spacing is
180 km, and the total number of grid points is 61 X
51. A time step At of 30 minisused for the semi-implicit
scheme.

The observed sea level pressure (SLP) and the geo-
potential height, temperature, and wind fields at the 500-
hPa level at the initial time, 1200 UTC 4 January 1985,
are shown in Figs. 5a and 5b; they are based on the
analyses from the European Center for Medium-Range
Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) at 2.5° X 2.5° resolution
[TOGA Archive Il from the National Center for At-
mospheric Research (NCAR)]. The SLP for 0000 and
1200 UTC 5 and 0000 UTC 6 January 1985 and the
geopotential height, temperature, and wind fields at the
500-hPa level for 1200 UTC 5 January 1985 are pre-
sented in Figs. 5¢—f, respectively. The observed results
show that a cyclone rapidly develops in the 24-h period
from 0000 UTC 5 (Fig. 5c) to 0000 UTC 6 (Fig. 5€)
January 1985 along the east coast of North America. In
this 24-h period, the central pressure of the cyclone fell
by about 27 hPa, which is greater than 1 bergeron [1
bergeron = 24 hPa day—* (sin¢/sin60°), where ¢, the
latitude of the cyclone center, is about 50°]. This ex-
ample was studied by Kuo and Low-Nam (1990), who
found no significant differencein predicted intensity and
location of this cyclone by using the NCAR-Penn State
MM4 model with and without latent heat release. Thus,
dry baroclinic instability is an extremely important fac-
tor for this explosive cyclogenesis case. This example
is chosen with a view to assess the performance not
only for the adiabatic dynamical part of the H-F spectral
limited-area model but also for the external wind | ateral
boundary method.

In general, dry baroclinic instability is an important
necessary condition for explosive oceanic cyclogenesis.
If the dry baroclinic instability is strong enough, the bar-
oclinic development alone can cause explosive cyclo-
genesis. In this case, the strong baroclinic instability is
not only a necessary condition, but also a sufficient one.
If the dry baroclinic development is not strong enough,
other diabatic heating processes (latent heat release, sen-
sible heat, and moisture fluxes at the lower boundary,
and convective condensation feedback) are also neces-
sary for the explosive development. In this latter case,
the baroclinic instability together with the diabatic heat-
ing processes becomes the sufficient condition. The ex-
ample chosen here belongs to the former case.

In the tests, the limited-area model is not nested in a
global model. The boundary values are provided by the
analyzed data instead of those from the prediction of a
global model. The analyzed data are available only every
12 h, but the boundary values are required at each time
step. The boundary values at each time step are linearly
interpolated from analyzed data at 12-h intervals.

The external wind lateral boundary method discussed
in section 5 is used in the tests, and there is no other
boundary treatment in the model. As an example, the
components of the external wind, Uz and V, a o =
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Fic. 6. An example of the lateral boundary conditions at 1200 UTC 4 January 1985: (a) the component of the external wind, Ug (in 4 m
s~ increments), at the level of o = 0.510; (b) the same as (&) but for Vg; (c) the harmonic part of Inp«, i.e., Inp«,; and (d) the harmonic
part of temperature, T, (interval of 4 K), at the level o = 0.825.

0.510 level for the initial time 1200 UTC January 4
1985 are shown in Figs. 6a and 6b, respectively. The
boundary harmonic parts of the surface pressure, Inp.,,
and the temperature, T,, at o = 0.825 level are deter-
mined by the simple method (5.5) except that the har-
monic parts are derived from the analyzed data, and
their values for the initial time are shown in Figs. 6¢
and 6d, respectively. Figures 6 show that they are all
harmonic functions and attain their largest and smallest
values at the boundary.

The 12-, 24-, and 36-h predictions of SLP are shown
in Figs. 7a—c, respectively. It is seen from Fig. 7c that
the predicted location of the developing cyclone is the
same as the observed one in Fig. 5e. The predicted
positions of all systems in Fig. 7c are very good. This
is due to the fact that there is no systematic phase error
in the spectral method. The rapid development of the

cyclone is predicted very well by the adiabatic dynam-
ical part of the model. The central pressure change pre-
dicted in 24 h from 0000 UTC 5 to 0000 UTC 6 January
1985 isabout 25 hPa. The central pressure of thecyclone
in Fig. 7c differs by only a small amount from that of
the observations. The 12-, 24-, and 36-h predictions of
the geopotential, temperature, and wind fields at the
500-hPa level are better than those of the SLP, but only
the 24-h prediction is shown in Fig. 7d for comparison
with the observations in Fig. 5f.

It is seen from Figs. 5a, 5¢c, and 5d that a cyclone
moves into the region through the western boundary. In
Fig. 5e, this cyclone is already within the region, and
isfollowed by another cyclone coming through the same
boundary. The 12-, 24-, and 36-h predicted results pre-
sented in Figs. 7a—c show that the cyclone gradually
and smoothly moves into the region across the western
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Fic. 7. The predicted results: (a) SLP at 0000 UTC 5 January 1985; (b) SLP at 1200 UTC 5 January 1985; (c) SLP at 0000 UTC 6
January 1985; and (d) the geopotential height, wind, and temperature at the 500-hPa level for same time as in (b).

boundary and is smoothly followed by the second cy-
clone (Fig. 7c). Thus, the boundary method is capable
of transmitting motion systems smoothly into and out
of the limited region. All the fields near the boundary
shown in Figs. 7a—d are very smooth, and there is no
discontinuity at the boundary.

Comparing Figs. 5e and 7c, some errors occur near
Greenland. These errors are caused by two factors. One
is due to the values being interpolated at 12-h intervals
at the boundary where high mountains are cut off. The
value of Inp., isvery large at the boundary where high
mountains are cut off, as shown in Fig. 6¢ over Green-
land. If the boundary values are linearly interpolated
from analyzed data at 12-h intervals, and the evolution
of the true boundary valuesis produced by the nonlinear
equations, some errors must be generated at the bound-
ary. Thus, the errors of Inp.,, must be relatively large at

this boundary. Tests show that the boundary errors ex-
pressed by harmonic functions do not produce any dis-
continuity at the boundary even though the errors are
very large. This is an important advantage of the ex-
ternal wind lateral boundary method. However, the ac-
curacy of the prediction is affected by the errors at the
boundary. If the 12-h interpolation is removed by using
the limited-area model nested in a global model or in
a coarser limited-area model over a larger domain, the
errors in prediction can be greatly reduced, which will
be shown in the next example.

The second factor may be due to the strong cooling
at the ice surface in winter over the Greenland | ce Sheet
because of radiation and land—ice—atmosphere interac-
tionsin the PBL, which is not taken into account in the
prediction of the adiabatic dynamical part of the limited-
area model.
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Fic. 8. The topography of the model domain over East Asia. Con-
tour interval is 200 m.

b. Lee cyclogenesis over East Asia and other
phenomena related to the Tibetan Plateau

Another example involves lee cyclogenesis over East
Asia. Orographically forced cyclones, known as Alpine
lee cyclones in Europe and Colorado and Alberta cy-
clonesin North America, formed in the lee of the Rocky
Mountains, have been studied by many authors (e.g.,
Palmen and Newton 1969; Buzzi and Speranza 1983).
Although many major mountain barriers exist in East
Asia, very few studies on lee cyclogenesis in this area
have been done. Figure 8 shows the topography of the
region defined for the limited-areamodel. Figures4 and
8 are al computed from the U.S. Navy high resolution
(10" X 10') dataset provided by NCAR. In the region
shown by Fig. 8, the largest mountain is the huge Ti-
betan Plateau, whose maximum height is greater than
5000 m, and to the southwest of Lake Baikel, there are
the Altai—-Sayan Mountains, whose height is about
2200 m. The height and horizontal scale of the Altai—
Sayan Mountains are comparable to those of the Alps.
The topography of this region is the most complex in
the world. The chosen example is to check whether or
not the adiabatic dynamical part of the H-F spectral
model can be used in this most orographically compli-
cated region and to assess whether the external wind
boundary values can be applied to the boundary where
high mountains are cut off, as shown on the western
boundary in Fig. 8.

c. Lee cyclogenesis

The observed SLP and the geopotential, temperature,
and wind fields at the 500-hPa level for the initial time
1200 UTC 14 April 1988, based on the data from
ECMWE are shown in Figs. 9a,b, respectively. At 1200
UTC 14 April (Fig. 9a), a mature cyclone moves east-
ward to the north of Lake Baikal, which may bereferred
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to as the parent cyclone according to Palmen and New-
ton (1969). A front trailing along the cycloneis oriented
from northeast to southwest with a cold high behind.
At the 500-hPalevel (Fig. 9b), amajor trough islocated
over the Urals with a diffluence of the height contours
over the Altai—Sayan region. The SLP for 0000 and
1200 UTC 15 and 16 April 1988 and the geopotential,
temperature, and wind fields at the 500-hPa level for
1200 UTC 15 and 16 April 1988 are presented in Figs.
9c—h, respectively. In Fig. 9c, apressureridgeisformed
on the windward side of Altai—Sayan when the front
moving eastward is retarded by mountains. At the same
time, the sea level pressure on the lee side of the moun-
tains starts to fall and a low pressure trough appears
over the Mongolian Plateau ahead of the front. Twelve
hours later, as shown in Fig. 9d, a lee cyclone was
formed with the central pressure about 996 hPa. At 0000
and 1200 UTC 6 April, as shown in Figs. 9e and 9f,
this cyclone has grown to its mature state. However, the
central pressure does not decrease, but increases and
then stays unchanged at 999 hPa. The lee cyclone sep-
arates from the parent cyclone as the latter moves away
from the limited region.

This example was simulated by Chen and Lazic
(1990) with two experiments using a finite-difference
limited-area model, of which the model description can
be found in Mesinger et al. (1988). One experiment is
performed with a ‘““step mountain” (eta) coordinate
(Mesinger and Janjic 1986) and the other with standard
sigma coordinates. The horizontal resolution used for
these experiments was 0.5° X 0.5° with 16 levelsin the
vertical. It wasfound that the ETA experiment produced
the cyclogenesisin away similar to that in the analyses
both at the surface and in the midtroposphere.

In our numerical simulation of this example, 16 o
levels in the vertical are the same as given in the last
subsection. The grid length is 120 km, and the total
number of grid pointsis 61 X 51. The time step At is
20 min for the semi-implicit scheme.

As pointed out in the above example, the accuracy
of the prediction is affected by the errors at the boundary
due to the linear interpolation from 12-h intervals, es-
pecially by the errors in Inp., at the boundary where
high mountains are cut off, as shown on the western
side of Fig. 8. To avoid this error at the boundary, a
coarser limited-area model over alarger domain is used
to provide the boundary values to the fine-mesh limited-
areamodel. The coarse-mesh model isthe same spectral
limited-area model with the same total grid points
61%51, but it is over a larger domain than Fig. 8 with
the grid length of 240 km. The coarse-mesh model runs
first for 48-h prediction with the lateral boundary con-
dition derived from the linear interpolation of the an-
alyzed values of 12-h intervals. Then the boundary val-
ues of the fine-mesh model are interpolated from the
predicted values of the coarse-mesh model every 3 h.
This boundary method is used in the simulation for the
region shown in Fig. 8.
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FiG. 9. Observed charts: (a) SLP at 1200 UTC 14 April 1988 (the heavy solid line denotes a front); (b) the geopotential height, wind,
and temperature at the 500-hPa level for the same time asin (a); (c) SLP at 0000 UTC 15 April 1988; (d) SLP at 1200 UTC 15 April 1988;
(e) SLP at 0000 UTC 16 April 1988; (f) SLP at 1200 UTC 16 April 1988; (g) the geopotentia height, wind, and temperature at the 500-
hPa level for same time as in (d); and (h) the geopotential height, wind, and temperature at the 500-hPa level for same time as in (f).

The predicted SLP for 12, 24, 36, and 48 h and pre-
dicted geopotential, temperature, and wind fields at 500-
hPalevel for 24 and 48 h from theinitial time are shown
in Figs. 10af, respectively. In Fig. 10a, apredicted pres-
sure ridge is also formed on the windward side of Altai—
Sayan and a low pressure trough appears over the Mon-
golian Plateau ahead of the front, which is the same as
the observed situation in Fig. 9c. In the prediction for
12 h later shown in Fig. 10b, a lee cyclone is formed
and its central pressure is 994 hPa, about 2 hPa lower
than the observed. The predicted cyclone at 0000 and
1200 UTC 16 April shown in Figs. 10c,d develops to its
mature stage. However, the predicted central pressure of
the lee cyclone does not decrease but increases to 998
and 999 hPa, respectively. Its simulated maturationisthe

same asthat analyzed in Figs. 9d and 9e. From the above,
it is seen that the position, intensity, and maturation pro-
cess of the predicted lee cyclone are very similar to those
of the analyzed. Compared to the simulated results of
Chen and Lazic (1990), a more accurate position, inten-
Sity, and maturation process of the surface lee cyclone are
predicted by the H-F spectral model with less horizontal
resolution and without the step-mountain coordinate.

d. Other phenomena

From 1200 UTC 15 (Fig. 9d) to 1200 UTC 16 (Fig.
of) April 1988, the anticyclone behind the lee cyclone
moves toward the southeast, and it causes cold air to
affect the northeastern part of the Tibetan Plateau. It
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FiG. 9. (Continued)

can also be seen from the wind and temperature fields
at 500-hPa level that cold-air advection appears in ad-
vance of the upper trough (Fig. 9g) and ultimately de-
velopsinto asmall midtropospheric cutoff low (Fig. 9h).

In the predictions for 1200 UTC 15 (Fig. 10b) and
16 (Fig. 10d), the anticyclone to the west of the lee
cyclone also moves toward southeast. The positions of
the high pressure in Figs. 9f and 10d are similar, but
the predicted central pressure is higher than the ob-
served. The predicted wind and temperature fields at the
500-hPa level also show that cold-air advection occurs
in advance of the upper trough (Fig. 10e) and ultimately
develops into a small midtropospheric cutoff low (Fig.
10f). Chen and Lazic (1990) found that the experiment
with the standard sigma coordinate failed to simulate
the upper cutoff low. It is seen from Fig. 10f that the

upper cutoff low can also be simulated the H-F spectral
model with the standard sigma coordinate. The cold air
affecting the northeastern part of the Tibetan Plateau is
predicted but not as strongly as that observed.

e. Phenomena over the Tibetan Plateau

Weather analysis over the Tibetan Plateau isadifficult
and unsolved problem, and so is humerical weather pre-
diction near this region. The synoptic analysis at sea
level and at the 850- and 700-hPalevelsover the Tibetan
Plateau are al extrapolated from the upper troposphere.
Weather systems in these analyses, including the ana-
lyzed data from ECMWE, are very difficult to identify.
Both analysis methods and numerical weather prediction
over this region should be improved.
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FiG. 10. The predicted results: (a) SLP at 0000 UTC 15 April 1988; (b) SLP at 1200 UTC 15 April 1988; (c) SLP at 0000 UTC 16 April
1988; (d) SLP at 1200 UTC 16 April 1988; (e) the geopotential height, wind, and temperature at the 500-hPa level for same time as in (b);
and (f) the geopotential height, wind, and temperature at the 500-hPa level for same time as in (d).

In the SLP analysis from ECMWF shown in Figs. 9a,
9c, 9d, and 9e, there is a high pressure area over the
western region of the Tibetan Plateau. The first step for
modeling over the Tibetan Plateau is to test the model
predictions against the analyses from ECMWF includ-
ing the SLP It is found that the spectral limited-area
model with the external wind boundary values can
smoothly run over this most orographically complicated
region. The predicted results shown in Figs. 10a, 10b,
and 10c also have the high pressure area over the west-
ern region of the Plateau.

Routine weather analysis method in the lower tro-
posphere cannot identify weather systems moving
across the Tibetan Plateau, but such weather systems do
exist and often produce precipitation over Sichuan Basin
and other downstream regions after they move out of
the plateau. Comparing Figs. 9g and 10e, a trough in

the lower troposphere moving to the east of the Tibetan
Plateau is predicted by the H-F spectral model. This
trough in the 24-h prediction is correct, but it is too
strong in the 48-h prediction (Figs. 9h and 10f). Re-
cently, an isobaric geopotential height in o coordinates
(Chen and Bromwich 1996) has been proposed. It can
improve the performance of the H-F spectral limited-
area model over the Tibetan Plateau and other moun-
tainous regions, and this will be discussed elsewhere.

7. Conclusions

Based on the tests of the H-F spectral limited-area
model with the external wind lateral boundary values
discussed in the above sections, the following conclu-
sions can be reached.

1) The harmonic-sine spectral method is very useful.
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In comparison with the modified double Fourier series
used by Tatsumi (1986), the harmonic-sine spectra
method has two advantages. (i) The semi-implicit
scheme is quite efficient because the computation for
the Laplacian operator and the derivation for the solu-
tions of the Poisson and Helmholtz equations are made
very simple by this spectral method. (ii) The lateral
boundary value problem of a limited-area model can
easily be solved by the external wind boundary method.
These two advantages are similar to those of the spher-
ical harmonic series used in global models.

2) The external wind lateral boundary method is pro-
posed and examined for solving the lateral boundary
problem of a limited-area model. The theoretical basis
for this method is the basic property of the wind sep-
aration in a limited region. If a limited-area model is
nested in aglobal model, the internal wind depends only
on the vorticity and divergence inside the region and is
predicted by the limited-area model, while the external
wind depends only on the vorticity and divergence out-
side the limited region and it is predicted by the global
model. The external wind in the limited region can be
obtained by the natural method from the predicted wind
of the global model. At each time step, the predicted
total wind is the sum of the internal and external winds.

A similar method can also be used to solve the |lateral
boundary values of the scalar variables, such as the
geopotential height, temperature, and surface pressure.
The boundary values for a limited-area model can be
given by the external wind and the harmonic parts of
the above scalar variables. In this method, the boundary
values are not given at the closed boundary line of the
limited region, but always given by the harmonic func-
tions defined in the whole limited domain. The deriv-
atives of the harmonic function up to second order are

continuous within the region up to the boundary. The
harmonic functions added to the inner part represent the
effect of the lateral boundary values on the prediction
of the limited-area model. This procedure cannot cause
any discontinuity of the variables near the boundary.

3) The prediction of alimited-areamodel at eachtime
step can be computed by the sum of two parts: the
prediction of the internal wind and inner part, and the
prediction of the external wind and harmonic part. The
prediction of the internal wind and inner part is derived
from the inner part equations of the limited-areamodel.
The boundary values of the inner parts are all homo-
geneous, and thus inner part equations can be solved
easily by the double sine series. The semi-implicit
scheme is quite easily and efficiently used for the inner
part equations, the form of whose solutions is quite
similar to that of the global spectral model except that
the spherical harmonics are replaced by the double sine
series. In addition, because the double sine series ex-
pansion can be calculated by FFT, its computation is
faster and easier than that of the spherical harmonicsin
global models.

4) From the tests of the two cases of the one-way
external wind lateral boundary method, it is shown that
the predicted variables near the lateral boundary are
very smooth without any other boundary treatment. The
predicted motion systems can smoothly movein and out
through the boundary and no wave reflection and small
perturbations develop near the lateral boundary. The
model can smoothly run over the complicated moun-
tainous region shown in Fig. 8. The proposed boundary
method can also be used at the boundary where high
mountains are cut off, as shown in the western boundary
of Fig. 8. Thus, by using the external wind boundary
method, the difficulties of the lateral boundary values
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associated with a limited-area model are greatly re-
duced.

5) The test of the rapid growth of a cyclone on the
east coast of North America shows that the dynamical
part of the H-F spectral limited-area model accurately
predicts the rapid devel opment caused by dry baroclinic
instability. Thelocation of predicted cycloneisthe same
as the observed, and the positions of other systems are
also predicted very well. The central pressure change
of the cyclone in the 24-h period from 0000 UTC 5
January to 6 January 1985 is about 25 hPa, which differs
only dlightly from the observations. The 12-, 24-, and
36-h prediction of the SLP and geopotential, tempera-
ture, and wind fields at 500-hPa level are very similar
to those observed.

6) The test of a lee-cyclogensis case in East Asia
shows that the predicted position and intensity of the
cyclone are quite similar to those observed. The ob-
served development of this lee cyclone indicates that a
low pressure trough first appears over the Mongolian
Plateau ahead of the front, and then the lee cyclone
develops. However, the central pressure of the lee cy-
clone does not decrease but increases when it grows to
its mature state. The predicted maturation processes are
quite similar to those observed. Cold air associated with
an anticyclone affecting the northeastern part of the Ti-
betan Plateau is also predicted by the model.

The H-F spectral limited-areamodel needsto be com-
pleted with afull package of physical parameterizations
and to be further tested.
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APPENDIX

The Vertical Finite-Difference Form of the
Equations

The vertical distribution of variables is shown in Fig. 1
We define

Ao, = (A1)

Or12 = Ok—v2

The vertical advection of a variable X is approximated by

. oX 1 .
o—| = s [0 1(XKisr —
K

X
do 2A 0, )

+ (.Tk—:ljz(xk - Xk—l)]' (A2
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a. The continuity equation
Using the boundary conditions
dl,o=0 and &|,.,=0 (A.3)

and (2.4), the local surface pressure tendency is ex-
pressed by

d Inp.
ot

1
- f (6 +V-Vinp) do
0

1 1
—J 8da—decr-V Inp.  (A.4)
0 0

and its vertical difference form is

d Inp. N
—_— = - 2 5A0;
ot =

N
- 21 V,-V Inp.Ad. (A.5)
=

Substituting (A.4) into (2.4) and integrating from O
to o, & is given by

é’ 1 1 o
_:(f 5d0'——f 8d0'>
o 0 0-0
1 1 o
+ (J V-V Inp. da——f V-V Inp. d0'>.
0 g )

(A.6)

Both the sigma vertical velocity and local pressure ten-
dency can be divided into their divergence part and
surface pressure advection part, and their vertical dif-
ference forms are written as

Oirp = é'div,kﬂJz + ('Tq)a,kJrJJZ (A-7)
N k
Taivirrz = Orue 21 §Ao; — 21 5A0; (A.8)
1= 1=
N
Opakivz = Ocriz 21 V-V Inp*AU'j
=
k
- }‘1 V-V Inp. Ag; (A.9)
iz
dIn N
Pl - - 540 (A.10)
at div i=1
d Inp. N
= —> V,-V Inp. Ao, (A.11)
). =
The pressure vertical velocity is written as
0 r dln
@2, Inp. = 7+ 2 np- +V-Vinp.. (A.12
p o o ot

Using (A.4) and (A.6), (A.12) is rewritten as
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1 o
ﬁ):——f 6 do
p T Jo

+ (V-V Inp. — lf V-V Inp. d0'>,
o 0

(A.13)
and its vertical finite-difference form is
w k
(—) =V, Vinp. — > CV, -V Inp.
P/ =1
k
- .51 C.9, (A.14)
where C is a lower-triangle matrix,
Aailo, 0 0 0
Aago, Aolo, 0 0
c = Ago, Aocjlo, Acilo, 0
. . 0
Agloy Aojloy Adiloy Aay/ay
(A.15)

Using the vector form (2.25), the surface pressure
advection term P, is expressed by

d Inp* a Inp.
= —n¥ 2 ( \% ay )A‘TJ‘
— (m?)'TID. (A.16)
Equation (A.14) is rewritten as
(9> — (I - C)(ua P 2 '”p*> ~ n¥CD,
p X ay
(A.17)

where | is a unit matrix. The horizontal divergence part
of w is expressed by

(7). -

and its surface pressure advection part is

(ﬁ’) = (] _C)<U6 I'np* + v Inp*>. (A.19)
p on X ay

—1PCD, (A.18)

b. The hydrostatic equation
Theintegration of the hydrostatic equation (2.6) gives

b — b1 = Tvk+1/2|n<&)! k <N, (A.ZO)

Ok+1

and
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¢y — & = —RT \Inay, (A.22)
where the mass-weighted mean temperature is
Ty1A0i, + T,A
Toryy = ~41=n T JuSTk (A 29)

Aoy + Aoy,

and the same temperature at the surface and at N level
are assumed; ¢. = gH., where H. is the height of the
earth surface.

We define two parameters «; and 3, as follows:

Ao; o . .
= - p=t ==
1o AO' T Ao, In - N=j=2
—Ing;, j =N
B = _ X (A.23)
(R DT/ R E R
Agj,y + Aoy 0y,
From (A.21) we have
oy = s + RBNTV,N (A.24)
and fork = N — 1,
bnor = by T+ R(BN—lTv,N—l + aNTv,N)
= ¢ + RBN—lTv,N—l + R(BN + aN)Tv,N' (A-25)
For k = N — 2, we have
by = b + RIBN—va,N—z
+ R(By-1 + aN—l)Tv,N—l
+ R(By + aN)TV,N. (A.26)

On generalizing, we get

b= ¢ + RBT,, + R(Bii1 + ak+1)Tv,k+l +
+ R(By-1 + aN—1)Tv,N—1 + R(By + aN)Tv,N'
(A.27)

Consider a finite-difference form of the hydrostatic
equation,

b= ¢ + RZ BT, (A.28)

where B,, are elements of a matrix B expressed by

Bi Bt a, Bt ag - Byt ay
0 B> Bst ag - Byt oay
B = 0 0 Bs o Butoay
) Bn t ay
0 0 0 B

(A.29)
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c. The thermodynamic equation
Utilizing (A.12), (2.3) can be written as

_mz(EaT +XaT)
maox  may

4 «Tlnp. + P, + K,

T _
at

(A.30)

— o*0

where k = R/C,,. Based on the separation of the vertical
velocity, (A.30) can be rewritten in the form

oT’ oT,o~* d Inp.
= —g~ oF oy, T KT, P
at do ),
+ T, + Py + Ky, (A.31)
where
(u oT’ vaT’)
Ty = —MP[—— + —
mox  may
T o« d Inp.
- o~ Oy + KT’ P
do .
aTo =« d Inp.
—o~ Fon T KT
7 e (= ( at )
spa
[np. [np.
+ KTnnZ<Ea np- VoI ) (A.32)
m X m ay
The vertical difference form of (A.31) is
aT, , N
il Tl — NP 2 FoD, + Pr + Ky (A.33)
where the elements of matrix F are defined as
O-K
Fk,l = _k[(To,k+10'1:f1 - TO,kUl:K)(Uk+]J2A0-I - €)
2A 0,
+ (TO,kUI:K - To,k—la'l:—'(l)((fk—yzAa'l - 6)]
+ kTo Ay (A.34)
and
0, if | > Kk,
“ 7 VAa, ifl =k
0, ifl >k-—1,
€= {Ao-,, ifl=k— 1 (A.-35)

The temperature advection can be separated into three
parts as

T:;dv,k = Thor,k + Tver,k + Tspa,ki (A36)
where
T, aT,
Tk = —mZ<Uk—k + V, k) (A.37)
: X ay
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is the temperature variation due to the horizontal ad-
vection and

o¥ b ! —
- [Favie v Te10cs —

T =
2A 0y

ver,k

Tio )

+ T vA(Teo — Tioao9)]

d Inp.
div

is caused by the temperature deviation dueto divergence
part of the verticak motion. Here (9 Inp./dt)y, and
Oavisvz are shown by (A.10) and (A.8), respectively.
The temperature variation due to the surface pressure

(A.39)

advection, T, is expressed by
oL .. B -
Tgar=— 270, [O'Spa,k+uz(Tk+10'k+K1 — T )
+ é-SpakaJZ(Tko'l:K = T109)]
dIn aln aln
+ kT 9P + m?{ U, B + Vi P )
ot wa oX (i)y

where (9 Inp./ot)g,, ad Ogk: 1 are shown by (A.11)
and (A.9), respectively.

d. The equations of vorticity, divergence, and mixing
ratio

The vertical difference form of vorticity equation
(2.14) is

Q)
Wk = —fD + Qi + Ko (A.40)
where
a ! a !
Q= — Uka_x(f + Q) +Vk@(f + Q)
Fu OF
— (' + mQ)D, + (a vk a—k> (A.41)
X oy
1 . .
Fu,k = - E [U'k+u2(Uk+1 - Uk) + Uk—l/z(uk - Uk—l)]
k
dnp. P
— Ry, I, (—U>
"9X m/,
1 . .
Fv,k =- E [O'k+uzvk+1 - Vk) + U'k—uz(vk - Vk—l)]
k
Inp. P
S sl (—V> , (A.42)
Y m/,

and that of the divergence equation (2.15) is
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)
at

fQ — V(¢ + RTy InP.)

+ Dk — VB + Ks,

a(f" + meQ,)
Dadv.k = kT

(A.43)

a(f’ + meQy)
— UKT
aF,,

+ (f + MO,

aF

A.44
JaXx ay ( )
e
Ek = ?(UE + Vﬁ)

The vertical difference of the equation of the mixing
ratio is

]
Hﬂtk — Quuk + Pae + Kee (A.45)
where
le% [e"
= — —_— + —_
Qi m2(U ax v 6y)
- E[é—k+ll2(qk+1 = 0) *+ G120 — A-D)]-
k
(A.46)
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